THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

Colonel James, Major Bath, and Captain Trent. Did Field-
ing also take from his father's life the gambling incident?
Lieutenant Booth, we recall, was drawn into play at the
King's Arms by two sharpers and gave his note to Captain
Trent, who was secretly in league with them, for his
losses. Similarly Colonel Fielding, raw from the country,
had been induced to play a game called faro at St. James's
Coffee-House. He likewise lost heavily and left notes with
friends of the sharpers. According to English law, gam-
bling debts, known as such, were not collectable; but at-
tempts, as in these two cases, were made to collect them on
notes cleverly placed in the hands of apparent outsiders.
When suit was threatened against Colonel Fielding, he ap-
pealed for protection to the Lord High Chancellor. Lieu-
tenant Booth, less learned in the law, entered no protest,
and went to the roundhouse, whence he would have gone to
jail but for the intervention of Dr. Harrison.

"Without more words, " Amelia" is far from being a clear
reflex of the hardships endured by Fielding and his first
wife. There is more definite personal history in the story
which Booth tells Miss Mathews of himself and Amelia
than in the rest of the novel. After the first volume the
exigencies of the plot demanded freer use of incident which
had no part in the author's own life. True, autobiographic
scenes, such as Booth lying along the floor with his children
crawling over him, are visible at intervals through the
screen, but they are less frequent and they are obscured by
the fiction. The same thing is partially true of the two
leading characters. Amelia, though always behaving as
we may imagine a Charlotte Cradock would have done in
the circumstances, nevertheless becomes more and more,
as the novel progresses, the typical woman in distress,
whose belle ame is destined at last to triumph over all
attempts to deceive and betray her. Pamela had saved
herself and her lover. Amelia saves herself and her hus-
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